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REV 


I E W 


OF THE 


S TA TEE 


OF THE 


BRTTISH NATION: 


1m 


Saturday, December 10. 1709. 


Itherto I have been none of them 
that quarrel at Dr. $ 's 
Sermon 3 for my part, I incline 
rather to thoſe that are for thanking him 
for it. And really, Good People, would 
all the Z#igh-Flying Clergy-men preach at 
that extravagant Rate, I doubt not, but 
they would every Day leſſen the Number 
of their #igb-Flying Hearers ; Moderation 
always got Ground by the hare : brain d 
Meaſures-and wild Exceſſes of its Enemies; 
a bad Cauſe always grows worſe by ſuch il 
Mavutiggferss - © + * ae 
Ther is a vety good Obſervation in the 
Poſt- Man, which, I think, is exactly to this 
Caſe aud I doubt not, but the Author has 
very good Authority for: itmThit'there 
being new Congregations of Proteſtants, 


Diſſenters you may call them, if that Word 
A erected in 4 Cities of 
Liſle and Tuurnay, in Flanders ; the Friars 
bad begun to preach openly againſt thoſe 
Tenents, in order to prevent their People 
being carry d away by the Novelty of it 
That This gave great Joy and Satisfa&ion to 
the Proteſtants, not doubting, but that 
this would be an Occaſion of making the 
Principles of either Party more ick, 
and the common People looking more into 
them; not doubting, but that if the com- 
mon People were encourag'd to enquire 
into Things, and inform themſelves, the 


Proteſtant Religion wouid ſoon prevail over 
the Abſurdity of the Romiſh Church, or 10 


Indeed 
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Indeed the Caſe ſeems Parallel; and as to Leute —and I would gladly contribute 
the Matter of HAigl-Flying Principles, we need to the Maintenance, and let this Reverend 
no more, than that the Clergy ſhould rave Champion preach it Weekly He would 
| 4 little now and then——That they ſhould ſoon make it a Farce, as ridiculous as Don 


ſhew the World, how mad they are, and 
how mad they muſt be, that will follow 
their Meaſures: They need do no more 
than rail, and call Bear-Gardeu Names It 
will ſoon open the Eyes of the World, and 
bring the People to a. Conviction, that 
this is not the ſoft ſtill Voice of Truth, that 
this is not the Goſpel of Peace; they will.ſoon 
apprehend, that Railing and Billingſgate 
Language may often ſupply the Want of 


Argument, hut never N any Part of it. 


Let themtgo on to by 
explode Tolgfation, and 
the Gain of This will be 


deration, Union, and Toleration, always 
encreaſe by theſe Violences — Theſe 
Foils ſet off the Beauty of the original 
Picture; theſe Contraries iNuftrate the 
glorious Principles of Peace and Temper, 
which are ſa. ſuitable to a Chriftian Life, 


and to a wiſe Nation.. 5 
I theſe Men would ferioufly remark the 


Courſe of Things, they would ſee, that for 
theſe 26 Years paſt, ſince the Doctrine of 
Paſſive · Obedience began to be puſh'd home 
upon the Nation, and People began to 
took into it; the Abſurdity has heen more 
and more diſcover'd, and would they but 
go on to preach it up, a3 heartily as this 
Poctor has done, and with as good Lan- 
guage, I ſhould rejoyce heartily, ſince 1 
ſhould then conceive ſume Hopes in a few 
Years. more, it. would have xo Praſelites as 
48. | : 3 M . 

IL appeal to themſclves, if for the Time 
aforeſaid they are not convinc'd, that the 
more they have preach'd it, the fewer 
People have believ'd it And letithem 
not doubt, but the longer they preach it, 
the fewer ſtill will their Party be We 
want no more, but to have the People look 
into the monftrous Abſurdity; the, ſelf- con- 
craditiog Whymſy, and they would ſoon 
ſce its Heterogeneous Kind. Tf my Yote 
would be of any Uſe, I would humbly re- 
commend it to the People, the moſt Zea- 
lous for Liberty in this Age, that they 
would raiſe a Fund to ſet np a Fure Niuino 


Ouixot's Adventure oſ the Wiadmill—And 
the crooked Retrogade Whymſie would be 
preach'd into the Banter and Ridicule of 
the; World. ; 

How merry a Tale it is to hear Doctor 
$——} prove the Doarine of Non- 
Re ſi ſtance from the Prince of Oranges De- 


. Claration—and reconcile the Revoſution to 


the Principle of unconditioned Subj: ion, 
becauſe it was founded on the Vacancy of 


the Throne — As if the Prince of Orange 
Moderation,; had not brought an Army with him to re- 
n the Union g. -Aſt, but came With r 4000 Men at his Heels 
zus; for M& tg ſtand and 


ak on, while. thg Engliſh 
Gentry and Clergy with Prayers and Tears 


. beſought King Fames to run away, and 


leave the Throne vacant. | 
What a Banter on King Fames is this 
new ſtarted Whymſie To tell us, the 


Revolution - was. no jo h of .Non-Refi- 
ſtance, as it inviting n over the 
Prince of bra was hot the effeQual aud 
original Cauſe of the Throne's being 
vacant. 


But not to enter too far into the Doors 
Lay fall iii dx ſtirring we raiſe an 
Engliſh Proverb — If the Reverend 
Dottor does not think” it below him to an- 
ſwer a ſhort-Queftion or two, from One of 
the Meaneft of his Admirers—If he thinks 
ic worth while to ſatisfie ja few doubting 
Cbriſtians, and perhaps convert ſome of 
thoſe: he calls falſe Bretiyen, who no dauli 
will come over to bim upon tbe Solution, I 
would moſt hambly entreat bim to ſolve hut 
two little Difficulties ariſing from his 
Sermon. | "4 :4 

1. That ſince he will not have the Na- 
tion charg'd in King Wiliam's Time, 
with the leaft Breach of the Non-Reſiſting 
DoQrine—and that the Revolution: is re- 
concilable alſo to it He would be pleas'd 
to tell us, what the raiſing an Army in 
England, for the driving their Lawful pod 

Sacred King out of Ireland, muſt be cab d- 


And fince this Army was rais d and paid by 


the whole Kingdom, i. a 


4 » 


' 


7 


and headed by King i —uent after- 
ward 60 ein, fought King James, beat 


him and as far as lay in their Power, 
kil'd him: Let him tell us, if this was Re- 
ſiſtance or no; and if no, we entreat him 
to tell us what to caſliit—— Let bim do 
this, Et eri mibi magnus Apollo; upon his 
reſolving this, I'wifl * for One, ne- 
ver to open my Mouth more agaiuft the 
Doctrine of Paſſiʒ e: Odeqience, and I doubt 
not to ing a good Number of Converts 

over with me. h 
2. Since he is pleas'd to glory very 
much in his Sermon, p.. . . about 
the Hereditary Right of her preſent 
Majeſty i to: the . Crown of England, a 
Thing k doubt 'above' his Reach to ex- 
piain—SI moſt humbly beſeech him, in the 
Name of a great many Uabelievers of this 
Day, that he would be pleas'd to tell the 
World, in a few ＋ . ay mt of 
her Majefty's Hereditary Right is ſhe. now 
poſed tber pof Great Brizain and 
trelang/? 18 . | E 4" 
1 2 Y noch 


4 
. y 


% „ ; \ 
It is bus # ſhort ither her 
Majefty. is ty immediate Here- 
ditary Succeihon and dire Line, or ſbe 5s 
not—— If She 18, it muſt be eaſie for the 
Doctor itoiſhow it If She 15 NOT, 
then the Doctor hasdebavch'd the Pulpit 
with a Falſhood, and printed Treaſon —— 
Indeed expreſs Treaſon by the late Act of 
Parliament No that the Gs may 
claim the Doctor or Me, l' be very 
frank with him to ſay, That her Majeſty 
is not poſſeſod of the Crown in her Here- 
ditary Right, but in à Parliamentary 
Right —ſaunded ia the Ad of. Parliament, 
1/t. of. William and: Mary; esta ilin 
Crown on her Majeſty, after the · ſũ 


the 
72 
Demiſe of King Wiliim and Queen Mary” 


without Heirs— Tho' King Jame- mould 
have Soas then born, or to be born, who 
were of Courſe excluded by that A 
And let bim deny this if be daretrt. 

And now having gone this Length, give 
me leave to ſay, it is à Sign of moſt un- 
parelleld Moderation or Remiſneſs in the 
Government, let othets determine which, 
to ſuffer her Majeſty's Title to the Crowh 
to be thus banter'd in the Face df ſo many 
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Ads of Parliament, for the ſolema-Recog- 
nition of Parliamentary, Authority, and in 
the Face of the Queen's Majeſty .her. (elf, 
who reigas by that very Right that is thus 
ridicul'd and expoy'd. | 

And what ſhal 1 ſay to thoſe Magiſtrates, 
that ſate Rill patiently to hear ſuch a horrid 
Joſult on their Sovereign? Indeed they 
honourably ſhew'd their Dillike.of the Do. 
dritie by rejecting it afterward —But that 
it ſhould fince be publiſnꝰ to the Nation, 
is to me a Sign of very little Reſpect to the 
Honour of the Queen, in ſome who re- 
preſent her Royal Perſon —— Let them 
anſwer it if they can. 

There is an. AR of Parliament, which 
ſays expreſly, that whoever ſhall, by Wri- 
ting or printiog, deny her Majefty's Right- 
for Claim to the Crown, Tha) be Guilty of 
TREASON -——To ſet up any other Litle 
to the Crown, than that only Rightful 
Legal Title, by which her Majeſty poſſeſſes 
the Crown; and to call that other THE 
ONLY TITLE, by which ber Majeſty fo 
poſſeſſes the Crown, is denying = Queen's 
Title to the Crown —— and THAT 18 
TREASON. I am prompting no Man's 
Fate, nor is it one Farthing to me, whether 
this be returnid by the Government with 
any thing but Contempt But Lmuſt 
ſay it, as my Opinion only, That, I THINK, 
if this be ſuffer'd, no Man ſhould ever be 


bang'd upon that Law after it, tho' he 
ſhould write in expreſs Vindication of King. 
Fames VIII. 45 they call bim And my 
Reaſon is plain To tel of an Hereditary 
Right to the Crown, in a Caſe where there 

is ſuppos'd to be a Male Heir 3live, is ban 
tering her Majefty; and could this Party 

but once bring us to own the Hereditary 

Title to be indefeizable—They would gain 
their Point, and declare the Queen an. 
Uſurper z but if that Hereditary Right be 

ſuperſeded by Parliamentary Limitation, as- 
it plainly is, then ber Majeſty's Title ſtands 

firm upon the Baſis of the Revolution, with 
one Foot fix d upon Arbitrary Government, 

and the other on Paſſive · Obedience, both 

"which abdicated with their Protector King 

James, and bleſſed be GOD, lie bury'd in 
the Ruins of the late Tyranny, . 


